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Current Core Problems

• Controversies about the presentation 
of each other’s history between 
nations or states

• Clashes between historical narratives 
of different ethnic groups within a 
state or society 

• The role of religious education



International Textbook Revision
• Direct intervention after war:

Occupying powers stopped the use of 
Nazi textbooks and commissioned the 
production of new teaching material in 
Germany

• “Soft” intervention:
International organisations, in 
cooperation with the US and Iraqi 
government,  implement programs for 
the production of new textbooks in 
Iraq



Cooperative Forms of Revision
1. Bi- or multilateral commissions agreed 

on a more or less harmonised version
of the shared history 
“Diplomatic” agreement (commission 
members have to find a compromise –
“textbook diplomacy”)

2. Expert groups focus on principles and 
methods of 
how a contested issue can be presented 
without aiming at writing a joint, ultimate 
narrative
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Controversies
• Unresolved political issues: 

Borders, minority rights 
• Contested scientific interpretations: 

Reasons for outbreak of wars, ethno-
genesis of peoples

• Different methodologies of teaching : 
Concept of the one and only truth vs. 
comparative/multiperspectival
approach



How to Resolve Conflict Issues?

• De-legitimizing history

• What is controversial in society 
should be presented not only from 
one point of view in the textbook

• Being inclusive rather than exclusive



• A bi-national
textbook for upper
secondary schools

• Developed by two
private publishing
houses

• Under the auspices
of the French and 
German 
government









A long reconciliatory process
• German-French Textbook 

Consultations 
since the end of the 1940s

• Dealing with controversial issues 
regarding German-French relations

• Analysing each other‘s presentation 
in textbooks (History, Geography, 
Civics)

• Agreement on joint recommendations 
for textbook authors



Procedures

• Reviewing new textbooks
• Discussing new research approaches 

and their possible impact on textbook 
writing

• Conducting teacher training seminars
• Influencing political and educational 

agencies



Results

• Publication of conference 
proceedings

• Recommendations
• Bi-lingual teaching material

for example
• www.DEUFRAMAT.de



Similar projects

• European History Textbook (private 
publishing house)

• Baltic History Textbook (Council of 
Europe)

• Euroclio teaching units on ex-
Yugoslavia (Professional Association)

• Joint East Asian History Textbook 
(Japan, China, Korea - NGO)





German-Polish     Israeli-Palestinian 
Tb Commission         Tb Project

No common scientific 
ground  

Established scientific 
tradition/research on 
both sides 

Expert groups/NGOs, 
silent approval by 
authorities

Official commissions

Open (violent) conflict not 
settled

No longer open 
(violent) conflict



German-Polish              Israeli-Palestinian   
Textbook Commission   Textbook Project

No common cultural 
tradition

Reconciliation,  common 
understanding of peace 
building measures 

Both sides claim mutual 
acts of injustice and 
infringement of human 
rights 

One-side acceptance of 
having committed 
injustice and crimes 
against humanity

Current issue, politics 
cannot be taken out

No political interference 
during phase of 
intense joint work


